




COLOSSIS 2:8-10



COLOSSIS 2:8

8SEE TO IT THAT NO ONE  
TAKES YOU CAPTIVE BY 

PHILOSOPHY AND EMPTY DECEIT, 
ACCORDING TO HUMAN TRADITION, 

ACCORDING TO THE ELEMENTAL 
SPIRITS OF THE WORLD, AND  
NOT ACCORDING TO CHRIST. 

ESV



συλαγωγέω
SPOIL

SULAGŌGEŌ

- GREEK -

TO CARRY OFF AS SPOIL; 
TO CARRY ONE OFF AS A CAPTIVE; 

TO CARRY ONE AWAY FROM THE TRUTH  
INTO THE SLAVERY OF ERROR

COLOSSIANS 2:8



PHILOSOPHY - v. 2:8–15

FALSE TEACHING  
IN COLOSSAE:

LEGALISM - v. 2:16–17

MYSTICISM - v. 2:18–19

ASCETICISM - v. 2:20–23



BEWARE OF:

I

PHILOSOPHY
THE WISDOM  

THAT NEVER ARRIVES



φίλοσοφία
PHILOSOPHY

PHÍLOSOPHIA

- GREEK -

COLOSSIANS 2:8

φίλοσοφ
LOVE OF WISDOM



φίλος

PHILOSOPHY

PHÍLOS

- GREEK -

LOVE,  
BROTHERLY LOVE, FOND

COLOSSIANS 2:8

σοφός
SOPHÓS

WISDOM, SKILLED EXPERT,  
CULTIVATED LEARNING

φίλο σοφ



Voltaire
1694– 1778

“I  HAV E SPENT NEA RLY FORTY YEA RS 
OF MY PILGR IMAGE IN TWO OR T HREE 

CORNERS OF T HIS  WORLD SEEKING T HE 
PHILOSOPHER'S  STONE T HAT IS  CA LLED 

TRU T H.  I  HAV E CONSULTED A LL T HE 
A DEPTS OF A NTIQUITY,  EPICURUS A ND 
AUGUSTINE,  PLATO A ND MA LEBR A NCH 

A ND I  HAV E REMA INED IN MY POV ERTY.  
MAYBE IN A LL T HESE PHILOSOPHERS'  
CRUCIBLES T HERE A RE ONE OR TWO 

 OUNCES OF GOLD;  BU T A LL T HE REST 
IS  RESI DUE,  DULL MUD,  FROM WHICH 

NOT HING CA N BE BORN.”



Bertrand Russell
1872– 1970

“IT  CA NNOT BE MA INTA INED T HAT 
PHILOSOPHY HAS HA D A NY V ERY GREAT 

M EASURE OF SUCCESS IN ITS  AT TEMPTS TO 
PROV I DE DEFINITE A NSW ERS TO ITS  

QUESTIONS.  IF  YOU ASK A MAT HEMATICI A N,  
A MINER A LOGIST,  A HISTOR I A N,  OR A NY 

OT HER MA N OF LEA RNING,  WHAT DEFINITE 
BODY OF TRU T HS HAS BEEN ASCERTA INED BY 

HIS  SCIENCE,  HIS  A NSW ER W ILL LAST AS 
LONG AS YOU A RE W ILLING TO LISTEN.  BU T 

IF  YOU PU T T HE SA M E QUESTION TO A 
PHILOSOPHER,  HE W ILL,  IF  HE IS  CA NDI D,  

HAV E TO CONFESS T HAT HIS  ST UDY HAS NOT 
ACHIEV ED POSITIV E RESULTS SUCH AS HAV E 

BEEN ACHIEV ED BY OT HER SCIENCES.”



Abraham Lincoln
1809– 1865

“T HE PHILOSOPHY TAUGHT 
IN T HE CLASSROOMS TODAY 

W ILL BECOM E T HE LAWS 
A ND T HE GOV ERNORS OF 
T HE LA ND TOMORROW.”



BEWARE OF:

II

VAIN DECEIT
THE PROMISE  

THAT NEVER DELIVERS



BEWARE OF:

III

TRADITION OF MEN
THE RULES  

THAT WERE NEVER HIS



III

TRADITION OF MEN

2 TSSALONIS 2:15

15THEREFORE, BRETHREN, STAND FAST, AND 
HOLD THE TRADITIONS WHICH YE HAVE BEEN 

TAUGHT, WHETHER BY WORD, OR OUR EPISTLE.

BEWARE OF:



παράδοσις
TDITION

PARÁDOSIS

- GREEK -

A GIVING OVER, A HANDING DOWN; 
A PRECEPT OR BODY OF TEACHING 

DELIVERED FROM ONE TO ANOTHER

COLOSSIANS 2:8 & 2 THESSALONIANS 2:15



EXODUS 20:8

8REMEMBER THE 
SABBATH DAY,  

TO KEEP IT HOLY.



MK 2:27

27AND HE SAID UNTO 
THEM, THE SABBATH WAS 
MADE FOR MAN, AND NOT 
MAN FOR THE SABBATH:



COLOSSIS 2:16

16LET NO MAN THEREFORE 
JUDGE YOU IN MEAT, OR 

IN DRINK, OR IN RESPECT 
OF AN HOLYDAY, OR OF 
THE NEW MOON, OR OF 

THE SABBATH DAYS:



MK 7:7-8

7HOWBEIT IN VAIN DO THEY 
WORSHIP ME, TEACHING FOR 

DOCTRINES THE COMMANDMENTS 
OF MEN. 8FOR LAYING ASIDE THE 

COMMANDMENT OF GOD, YE 
HOLD THE TRADITION OF MEN, 
AS THE WASHING OF POTS AND 
CUPS: AND MANY OTHER SUCH 

LIKE THINGS YE DO.



ARCHAEOLOGISTS DISCOVER 
GIANT POPE HAT  
WORN BY APOSTLE PETERMAY 22, 2019

BABYLONBEE .COM

https://babylonbee.com/news/archaeologists-discover-giant-pope-hat-worn-by-apostle-peter


BEWARE OF:
IV

RUDIMENTS  
OF THE WORLD

THE WORSHIP  
THAT NEVER REACHES GOD



στοιχεῖον
RUDIMENTS

STOICHEÎON

- GREEK -

ANY FIRST THING, FROM WHICH OTHERS IN A SERIES 
TAKE THEIR RISE; A FIRST PRINCIPLE, AN ELEMENT;  

THE LETTERS OF THE ALPHABET AS THE ELEMENTS OF 
SPEECH; THE MATERIAL BASICS OF THE UNIVERSE

COLOSSIANS 2:8



ROMS 1:25

25WHO CHANGED THE TRUTH 
OF GOD INTO A LIE, AND 

WORSHIPPED AND SERVED 
THE CREATURE MORE THAN 

THE CREATOR, WHO IS 
BLESSED FOR EVER. AMEN.



PHILOSOPHY: 
THE WISDOM THAT NEVER ARRIVES

PAUL’S WNING:

III.

II.

I.

IV.

VAIN DECEIT: 
THE PROMISE THAT NEVER DELIVERS

TRADITION OF MEN: 
THE RULES THAT WERE NEVER HIS

RUDIMENTS OF THE WORLD: 
THE WORSHIP THAT NEVER REACHES GOD






