




2 CORINTHIANS 12



3I  am ver ily  a  man which 
am a Jew ,  born in  Tarsus ,  

a  c ity  in  C il ic ia ,  yet  
brought up  in  th i s  c ity  at  
the  feet  of  Gamal iel ,  and 
taught according to the  

perfect manner of  the  
law of  the  fathers ,  and 
was  zealous  toward God ,  

as  ye  all  are  th i s  day .

ACTS 22:3



8Yea doubtles s ,  and I  
count all  th ings  but 

loss  for the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge of  

Chri st  Je sus  my Lord :  for 
whom I  have suffered the  

loss  of  all  th ings ,  and 
do count them but dung ,  

that I  may win Chri st ,

PHILIPPIANS 3:8



23And after that many 

days  were  fulf illed ,  the  

Jews  took counsel  to k ill  
h im :  24but  the ir  lay ing await  
was  known of  Saul .  And they 
watched the gates  day and 

n ight to k ill  h im .  25Then the  
d i sc iples  took h im by  n ight ,  

and let  h im down by  the  
wall  in  a  basket .

ACTS 9:23–25



2 CORINTHIANS 12:7-10



I

PROTECTS 
FROM PRIDE



II

PUSHES US  
TO PRAYER



III

PRODUCES 
POWER



ἀσθένεια

INFIRMITIES

ASTHÉNEIA

- GREEK -

WEAKNESS, WANT OF STRENGTH, 
FEEBLENESS, FRAILTY

2 CORINTHIANS 12:10



τελειόω

MADE PERFECT

TELEIÓÓ

- GREEK -

COMPLETE, ACCOMPLISH, FINISH,

FULFILL, TO BRING TO AN END GOAL,


TO BRING TO MATURITY

2 CORINTHIANS 12:9



IV

PROVIDES 
PERSPECTIVE



FOLLOW THE THORNS 
THROUGH THE BIBLE:

THORNS INTRODUCED BY 
THE CURSE - GENESIS 3

I



17And unto Adam he sa id ,Because  
thou hast  hearkened unto the 

voice  of  thy wife ,  and hast  eaten 
of  the  tree ,  of  which I  commanded 

thee ,  say ing ,  Thou shalt  not eat 
of  it :  cursed i s  the  ground for 
thy sake ;  in  sorrow shalt thou 

eat of  it  all  the  days  of  thy l i fe ;  
18thorns  also and th i stles  shall  it  

br ing forth to thee ;  and thou 
shalt  eat the  herb  of  the  f ield ;

GENESIS 3:17-18



FOLLOW THE THORNS 
THROUGH THE BIBLE:

THORNS INTRODUCED BY 
THE CURSE - GENESIS 3

I

THORNS USED BY GOD AS A HEDGE 
TO KEEP YOU FROM SIN - HOSEA 2

II



6Therefore ,  behold ,  I  will  
hedge up  thy way with thorns ,  

and make a  wall ,  that she  
shall  not f ind her paths .  7And 

she  shall  follow after her 
lovers ,  but  she  shall  not 

overtake them ;  and she  shall  
seek  them ,  but shall  not f ind 

them :  then shall  she  say ,  I  
will  go and return to my 

f irst  husband ;  for then was 

i t  better with me than now.

HOSEA 2:6-7



FOLLOW THE THORNS 
THROUGH THE BIBLE:

THORNS INTRODUCED BY 
THE CURSE - GENESIS 3

I

THORNS USED BY GOD AS A HEDGE 
TO KEEP YOU FROM SIN - HOSEA 2

II

THORNS BECOME PART OF  
THE SAVIOR’S SUFFERING - MARK 15

III



15And so  P ilate ,  will ing to 
content the  people ,  released 

Barabbas  unto them ,  and 
del ivered Je sus ,  when he  had 
scourged h im ,  to be  crucif ied .  

16And the sold iers  led h im 

away into the  hall ,  called 
Prætorium ;  and they call  

together the  whole  band .  17And 
they clothed h im with purple…

MARK 15:15-20
and platted a  crown of  thorns ,  
and put it  about h i s  head ,  18and 
began to salute  h im ,  Hail ,  K ing 

of  the  Jews !  19And they smote h im 
on the head with a  reed ,  and d id  
sp it  upon h im ,  and bowing the ir  

knees  worsh ipped h im .  20And when 



and platted a  crown of  thorns ,  
and put it  about h i s  head ,  18and 
began to salute  h im ,  Hail ,  K ing 

of  the  Jews !  19And they smote h im 
on the head with a  reed ,  and d id  
sp it  upon h im ,  and bowing the ir  

knees  worsh ipped h im .  20And when 
they had mocked h im ,  they took 
off  the  purple  from h im ,  and put 
h i s  own clothes  on h im ,  and led 

h im out to crucify  h im .

MARK 15:15-20

And the sold iers  led h im 

away into the  hall ,  called 
Prætorium ;  and they call  

together the  whole  band .  17And 
they clothed h im with purple…





WHY DOES GOD ALLOW  
A THORN IN THE FLESH?

PROTECTS FROM PRIDEI

PUSHES US TO PRAYERII

PRODUCES POWERIII

PROVIDES PERSPECTIVEIV






